[Administration of docetaxel in cases of recurrent breast carcinoma with malignant pleural effusion controlled by intrapleural administration of OK-432].
Docetaxel is an anti-tumor agent which promotes the congregation and stabilization of microtubules, there by preventing cell division. It is reported to have anti-tumor activity against breast or non-small cell lung carcinomas which have been resistant to other anti-tumor agents. On the other hand, it causes peripheral edema and effusion in the pleural or peritoneal cavities. Thus, pleural or peritoneal effusions, which require drainage have been considered to be contraindications for the administration of docetaxel. OK-432 is an agent which causes adhesion by evoking a local inflammatory reaction. We experienced two cases of recurrent breast carcinoma with malignant pleural effusion. We successfully managed their pleural effusion with the intrapleural administration of OK-432. Thereafter, we safely administered docetaxel, and obtained good outcomes. The present paper also discussed the synergistic action between these agents.